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 “Face time”, that’s an odd description for having a conversation with you because
we really don’t know what you look like, or do we?

You could have been the homeless person downtown needing money for a hot
meal; you could have been the baggage handler; the security person; or the pilot at the
airport; you could be almost anyone on television; and I am really hoping that you are not
any of the political candidates whom we have seen far too much of lately.  You could
certainly be the mother holding her son’s hand or the father holding his daughter’s hand. ��������
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On the last day of every semester, this college professor wheels in a little table to
the front of the classroom.  Sitting on top of the table, is a very large food service size
mayonnaise jar; which sits next to a bucket of golf balls; with the bucket of golf balls
sitting next to an item hidden under a dark cloth; and that item is sitting next to another
item hidden under a dark cloth; and that item is sitting next to two cans of beer. So from
left to right you have the Mayonnaise jar; the bucket of golf balls; the two items hidden
under a dark cloth and two beers.

The professor takes the bucket of balls and fills the mayonnaise jar up to the top
and it does not appear that there is room for any more golf balls.  The professor then asks
the class, is the jar full?  The students tired after a long semester, grumble back an answer
of yes.

Then the professor takes the dark cloth off the next item and it exposes a jar of very
small stones.  The professor pours the small stones into the Mayonnaise jar and they all
find their way into the spaces between the golf balls.  Now the professor has the students’
attention.  The professor then asks the students, is the jar filled now?  More alertly, the
students say yes, but with some hesitation realizing that there are probably two items left.

Then the professor whipped off the next dark cloth exposing another same size
Mayonnaise jar filled with sand the professor begins to pour the sand into the jar that has
the golf balls and the small stones.  Much but certainly not all of the sand finds its way into
spaces  not taken up by the golf balls or the stones and the professor continues to pour
sand until the golf balls, the small stones and the sand all are resting almost flush to the
top of the mayonnaise jar.

By now the class did not have to be asked if they thought the jar was full especially
after the professor had already cracked open the two cans of beer; started pouring the
beer into the mixture; with everyone seeing the beer absorbed by the previously dry
mixture in the jar.

Then the professor asked the class what did this all mean? Dumbfounded, the class
looked back without saying a word, so the professor told them.

The empty mayonnaise jar is your life.  The golf balls represent the big things; the
most important things in your life like health; your family; your friends; your home – not
your house - God and who you are as a person.

The rocks represent the next important things in your life like your career; your job;
your co-workers and everything else that is important that you wouldn’t consider golf
balls… and the sand represents all of the small stuff – all of the filler that sits in the gaps of
the most important and the important stuff in your life.
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And the beer represents the concept that you should not let your life get so full that
you don’t have time to kick back, relax, and enjoy a couple of beers. So sometime over the
next several hours, you might just want to kick back, relax and just enjoy the flight.
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From the NEQJCC

Sunday May 18, 2008 - 13 Iyar 5768
Legislative Forum 2008: “Real Property
Tax Reform”
9:30 a.m. at Samuel Field Y
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362

For information, call (718) 225-6750x247
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