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In a few weeks we will observe the rituals welcoming the New Year, 5769, on our Hebrew
calendar.  The New Year is an opportunity to change ourselves, and, perhaps, a chance
to help others change themselves for the better as well.

On the weekend of July 25th, Marty and I were in the Berkshires visiting friends.  This
couple, longtime Upper Westside residents, left Manhattan, built a wonderful house, and
retired to that area a few years ago.  This is the second time we have stayed with them
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and we are especially fortunate that they welcome friends with their hospitality at the
height of the cultural season in that area.  You are probably familiar with Tanglewood, the
summer home of the Boston Symphony, as well as Jacob’s Pillow, the dance center, the
Berkshire Playhouse and many other attractions there.  But this visit was different.  I put
in my “reservation” with them last fall when I found out that the sleep away camp I
attended as a child was celebrating its 50th year.

The Union for Reform Judaism camp, Camp Eisner, was acquired by the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations (the original name for the Reform Movement
administrative organization) through the largesse and vision of Joseph Eisner.  It was a
beautiful estate once owned by an executive of the Eastman Kodak Company.  However
it was already a camp when the Union purchased it in 1958.  I attended in the summers of
1960 and 1962.

Camp was in session this past July with 600 campers and 200 staff, and it was parents’
weekend when 1200 plus alumni arrived.  The camp set up 2 huge tents for us where we
gathered for services and dining.  We interacted with the campers; I marveled at what the
grounds had become since I saw it in the early ‘80s when I visited a friend’s son who was
a camper.

I met up with three “girls” of my vintage – a set of twins and another woman.  We hung
out together through the activities planned for us.  And, in fact, it was very well organized.
But I had a laugh as soon as I arrived Friday evening.  Getting off the bus (you could not
drive to camp, you took a school bus from a staging area to the grounds) our IDs were
checked and we were directed past the pool to the soccer field where the big tent was
set.  What pool?  What soccer field??  We swam in a man-made lake that had a beautiful
marble dock.  It was also full of silt and mud – I remember well the new white bathing suit
with its little flowers that immediately turned brown – and only the Europeans were
playing soccer in those days.  “In the beginning” there were under 200 campers and so
we ate in what had been the greenhouses of the estate, the boys slept in converted
chicken coops, we prayed in buildings with beautiful glass windows which were surely
never made for children.

This being a Jewish camp, there were services Friday night and Saturday morning.  I
remember observing Shabbat at camp but I did not recall the detail until other’s memories
prodded that on Friday afternoon regular camp activities ended early so we could all get
back to our bunks to clean them and ourselves in preparation for Shabbat.  It was the one
time during the week everyone was required to shower (hey it WAS camp) and I do
remember as a young teenage girl I experimented with nail polish, curling my hair, maybe
a little eye shadow…Then we would all start off for dinner singing songs of Shabbat.  And,
as we passed each bunk along the way, others joined us until we all arrived in our whites,
yes we wore white for Shabbat, for Shabbat dinner where we lit candles, made Kiddush
and motzie.  Campers participated of course.  I remember lighting candles and getting my
hand too close to the flame but kept singing the blessing anyway afraid to remove my
hand until I was finished.  When I returned to my table my counselor put butter on it but it
still stung.  However through my tears I WAS smiling because I had lit candles in front of
the whole camp.
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On Saturday I think we rose later, we again wore whites (imagine a whole day in white at
camp!) we ate, we had services, we were free to do as we liked the whole day.  That is:
we did not have scheduled camp activities as a bunk on Shabbat.  Counselors were
stationed all over camp – at the lake, at Arts and Crafts etc.- but we could wander in and
out of anything as individuals or with friends.  We could read, we could write, but, weather
permitting, we had to be out of doors, no sitting inside.  At the end of the day there was
Havdalah, the service separating Shabbat from the rest of the week, we changed into
warm clothing (the Berkshires get cool at night during the summer), we had dinner, and
“regular camp life” resumed.  I have lots more stories I won’t retell here but just ask me!

From what I saw, Eisner does this still, albeit with an indoor sanctuary and an outdoor
sanctuary, with many song leaders with their guitars, with Israeli and international staff,
with a dining hall to accommodate 600.  They still wear white (what a sight!) and the kids
tell you what a wonderful summer they are having and how Eisner changed, is changing
their life.  In a few weeks we will observe the rituals welcoming the New Year, 5769, on
our Hebrew calendar.  The New Year is an opportunity to change ourselves, and,
perhaps, a chance to help others change themselves for the better as well.  This is the
Reform Jewish camping experience and it a gift!  I have the poster and DVD about it in
my office.  Come get one and change the lives of the next generation.
_______________________________________________________________________
This issue of the newsletter covers August through mid-October so please consult it for
services and activities including the High Holidays.  The calendar is found in these pages.

Marty and I moved in June and my home office number changed.  If you have not already
done so, please make note of it.  My home office number is now:  212 877-3036.

We are already preparing for the New Year even though it is more than a month away.
Marty joins me in wishing you a wonderful, healthy, Shanah tovah u’mitukah, a sweet and
happy 5769.  We are hopeful it will be a sweet one for our congregation.

Rabbi Shelley Kovar Becker

If you have any Red Torah Commentaries at home that belong to the Temple please return them.
Thank you.
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Welcome back!  I am looking forward to
our new year with Religious/Hebrew
school students and the new Temple
Youth group.  The new schedule and
programming will unfold in this way.
Religious school will continue to meet on
Tuesday afternoons for those who have
not turned 13 or observed their Bar/Bat
mitzvah before Sept. 6.  These students
will also attend Family Shabbat programs,
required attendance for students and a
family member, which begin on Sept. 6th.
The calendar follows.

For those students aged 13 and above, or
who have already become Bar/Bat Mitzvah
you are invited to become charter
members of the new Temple Youth Group.
You will be required to attend the above
referenced Saturday mornings when we
will have a service and Kiddush shared
with the younger students but you will
continue age appropriate activities after
they leave.

Religious school begins Tuesday
afternoon September 9th at 3:45pm.
The Tuesday schedule is:

2008
Sept. 9, 16, 23
NO Sept. 30 (Rosh HaShanah 1st Day)

Oct. 7
NO Oct. 14 - Sukkot

NO Oct. 21 - Simchat Torah
Oct. 28

NO Nov. 4 - Election day
NO Nov. 11 Veteran's Day
Nov. 18, 25

Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23
NO Dec. 30 - winter break

2009
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27

Feb. 3, 10,
NO Feb. 17 - President's week vacation
Feb. 24

Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

April 7
NO April 14 -pesach vacation
April 21, 28

May 5, 12, 19 - last day
May 22 – Shabbat  service - students
participate
__________________________________

Saturday programs for Religious school
students – required - at 10 am.

2008 2009
Sept. 6 Jan. 3
Oct. 4 Feb. 7
Nov. 8 Mar. 7
Dec. 6 Apr. 4

May 2 (LAST)
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The Temple Youth group will meet at
11am on the following Saturdays:

2008 2009
Sept. 6 Jan. 3
Oct. 4 Feb.  7
Nov. 8 Mar. 7
Dec. 6 Apr. 4

May 2 (LAST)

An orientation Shabbat will be held
Saturday, Sept. 6th at 10am for ALL
students and parents.
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